[Outbreaks caused by diarrheagenic Escherichia coli].
Escherichia coli are ubiquitous bacteria from a wide variety of ecosystems including the gastrointestinal tract of humans and warm-blooded animals. E. coli can play a role as an opportunistic bacteria causing a variety of infectious diseases including, among many others, sepsis, urinary tract infections, meningitis, and wound infections. Moreover, these bacteria can also act as primary pathogens in the intestinal tract. There are several pathotypes of E. coli that cause enteritis, and both sporadic cases and outbreaks have been reported. In this article, we review the pathogenicity and epidemiology of enteritis caused by these E. coli pathotypes, and provide some examples of outbreaks described in the scientific literature and the measures required to prevent them.